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A Student-Regent Crisis 


Student Paper at U.T. Runs Editorials Despite Official Disapproval 


: AUSTIN 

A crisis has developed in student- 
Regent relations at the University 
ot Texas. Tuesday morning The 
Daily Texan, the student newspaper, 
revealed that the student majority 
on the  university’s publications 
board had voted to override the uni- 
versity’s editorial director and act- 
ing journalism dean and approve 
editorials written by Willie Morris, 
were pub- 
lished in Tuesday’s issue. 


The Regents Saturday adopted a 
resolution that the Texan should not 
comment on state legislative issues or 
candidates for public office and should 
not be “preoccupied” with state and 
nagpnal political issues. 

Harrell Lee, editorial director ap- 
pointed by the Administration, re- 
jected editorial materials submitted to 
him by Morris at 9 am. Monday 
morning—a new deadline set up Sat- 
urday to give Lee more time to study 
such materials. 

“It is my opinion, the Regents don’t 
feel the Texan is being edited with the 
zeal which would bring favorable feel- 
ings toward the University,” Lee was 
quoted in Tuesday’s Texan. 

Morris said in a page one editorial 
that a University administration 
spokesman told him that the Regents 
had decided Saturday morning that 
stricter rules should be invoked on 
what the Texan publishes. He said 
some Regents told students earlier that 
morning that the editorials were “not 
read,” did not reflect majority _stu- 
dent opinion, and should not deal with 
state affairs or national issues such as 
the Harris natural gas tll. 

Morris said he had been elected by 
a two-to-one student majority “to ex- 
press his own convictions.” Binding 
editorials to majority opinions would 
“compel conformity and silence dis- 
sent,” he said. 

Morris has criticized the Shivers 
Administration and has published edi- 
torials from other state newspapers in 
a similar vein. The present Regents 
were appointed by Governor Shivers. 

Morris said he “tested the new edi- 
torial policy’ Monday morning by 
submitting for publication a “guest 
editorial” critical of the natural gas 
bill from The New York Times, “It 
was rejected,” Morris said, “on the 


grounds that material on the other side 
of the issue had not been presented to 
balance.” 


Morris continued: 

“Several paragraphs by Thomas 
Jefferson on press freedom were also 
submitted under the guise of a per- 
sonal column. They also failed to pass 
because it was felt events did not jus- 
tify excessive discussion of the sub- 
ject.” 

Morris said “the trend has been 
toward absolute censorship of the 
Texan” and he felt that to consent or 
to fail to object to the Regents’ pro- 
gram would injure college journalism, 
He defended “freedom of inquiry, 
criticism, and noncomformity.” He 
was Criticial of “those who say they 


are the University, vet fail to recog- 


nize those things upon which a univer- 
sity must eternally stand.” 

Morris is a 21-year-old English ma 
jor from Yazoo City, Miss. He has 
won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford 
University next fall. The student ma- 
jority supporting him on the publica- 
tions board included Roland Dahlin 
student body president from Dallas, 
and Bob Siegel, student vice-president 
from San Antonio. 

A check at the Texan office Tues 
day morning indicated the student 
staff is lined up with Morris. (“I stand 
with the editor,” Managing Edito: 
Carl Burgen wrote in his column 
in The Texan.) The question nov 
therefore, is the reaction of the Poard 
of Regents to publication of student 
editorials over the disapproval of its 
representatives. 


WHITE MEN INDICTED | 


LONGVIEW 


Two white men will come to trial 
on a charge of murdering a 16-year- 
old Negro boy in about 45 days, 
District Attorney Ralph Prince told 
the Observer here late last week. 


The first-degree murder indictment 
was returned by the County 
grand jury Thursday after two Rang- 
ers, a local law enforcement officer, 
two Negro teen-age girls who were 
also wounded in the fatal hail of bul- 
lets, and a newspaper reporter had 
testified. 


Gregg 


The men are Dean Ross, 22, and 
Joe Simpson, 21. Ross has also admit- 
ted he for similar 
shootings in the same Negro area be- 
tween Longview and Tatum in April 
and June of last year. The 16-year-old 


was responsible 


boy, John Reese, was killed Oct. 22 by 


a bullet that was one of many fired 
from a speeding car passing a Negro 
afe toward midnight. 

The two white men have also stated 
they then drove on toward Mayflower 
and shot into a Negro school bus and 
a Negro home where a middle-aged 
woman was kneeling saying her mid- 
night prayers. That same night in the 
same area the Negro school and a 
Negro’s mailbox were shot into, 

Local law enforcement officers and 
the Rangers staunchly deny that there 
was any racial issue involved, as re- 


Mayor Clough’s Crusade: 


GALVESTON 

So far as Mayor Roy Clough is con- 
cerned, prostitutes are here to stay and 
the city might as well get in on their 
profits. 

He announced he has reached an 
agreement with the madams of this 
port town’s houses of ill fame that is 
producing $1,000 a month for the city 
treasury. 

“The madams have agreed to one 
raid a month,” he said. “The girls 
pay $25 each and the madams $100.” 
Average monthly income for corpora- 
tion court: $1,000. 

“For years the operators have had 
to pay off to stay in business here,” 
Clough said. If they can pay off indi- 
viduals, I don’t see why they can’t pay 
the city. Of course this might cut mto 
the individuals’ payoffs.” ~~ 

“Complete dismay and horror” was 
expressed at once by Galveston’s min- 
isters, The president of the Minister- 
ial Association said “the idea of Gak 


veston’s entering into the field of pros- 
titution is entirely repugnant to God's 
eternal law, and an offense to thou- 
sands of citizens who stand for all 
that is right and decent.” 

Attorney Jim Simpson, narrowly 
defeated for county attorney in 1954, 
said Clough’s statemrnent was “shame- 
ful” and “fantastic.” 

“It is absolutely deplorable when a 
city government places itself in a po- 
sition of perpetuating a shakedown in 
the name of organized society and or- 
derly government,” Simpson said. 

Clough said he had been able to 
crowd about three-fourths of the 
brothels into an area west of Twenty- 
fifth street, “the old district.” He said 
he had carried on a drive against “un- 
affiliated women” in apartments and 
houses in the residential districts; he 
has run several unsavory characters 
out of town, he said. 

Sut if he ran the prostitutes out of 
town, too, he said, “they'd be replaced 


before nightiall.” 


ported in the Observer last week. 

Prince denied to the Observer that 
he had said “anything kke” the state 
ment a Houston reporter said he had 
recorded from the district attorne; 
that the shootings were “part racial 
but that they had had to try to 
“smother” that impression, 
suggestions of racial difficulty 
volved in said murder.” 

The grand jury said it “finds that 
there is absolutely no indication 

The grand jury, in returning the i: 
dictments, also stated it did not “cor 
done” inquiries by “outside independ 
ent investigators” im the case. It said 
such investigations had made persons 
reluctant to talk to law enforceme 
officers. 

Prince has charged the Obsers 
editor, Ronnie Dugger, with failing 
turn over “important evidence.” This 
was a. hull and slug Dugger and a 
friend picked up a few miles from the 
scene of Reese's death three weeks a 
ter the shooting. The grand jury did 
not mention this issue in its report. 

Prince had also stated that a Hous 
ton reporter went over the killers’ bu 
let-spraying route posing as an instr- 
ance salesman and advised Negroes 
not to turn over evidence to local au 
thorities. This reporter was not identi- 
fied and was not called to testify. 

Prince said the Observer's 
sought to create the impression that a 
racial issue was at stake and the lives 
of Negroes were in jeopardy 

The grand jury commented: 

“The grand jury does not condone 
the activities of outside independent 
investigators who have attempted to 
create racial tension and fear in the 
community involved and which has re 
sulted im reluctance on the part of wit- 
nesses and other citizens to furnish 
information to law enforcement ag 
encies.” 

Prince has also staied the Reese 
murder was “a case of two irresponsi 
ble bevs attempting to have some fun 
by scaring Negroes.” 

Dugger released a statement before 
his hour-long testimony before the 
grand jury Thursday morning 

“The essential point is that I have 
been called here by the voice of a gov- 
ernmental authority because I pub 
lished the truth that authority did not 
want published,” Dugger said in a 
statement of “the issues as I see them” 
(See page 3), 

He denied “hampering” the investi- 
gation and said that he had “endeav- 
ored to agsist” in three ways—by pub- 
lishing “more facts” about the murder 


{Continued on Page 7) 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 


—JEFFERSON 
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Lawyer 


MAaRSITALL 

( What with so many legislator- 
lawyers taking big retainer fees, 
public feelings are running high. 
l“rnest Joiner of the Ralls Banner 
even wrote: “We always look 

with pleasure upon voting for a 

candidate for Legislature who is- 

n't a member of the legal profes- 

sion. We'll vote for a garbage 

collector or a farmer, but no more 
lawyers—if we have a choice!” 

The Texas Bar is worried (see 

related story, page 4). Below, a 

real, live lawyer discusses the is- 

sue.—FEd. ) 

After the rebellious Jack Cade 
promised seven halfpenny loaves for 
a penny, ten hoops for every three- 
hooped pot, and that it should in his 
rule be a felony to drink a small 
beer, Dick the butcher exclaimed: 
“The first thing we do, let's kill gll 
the lawyers.” 

Many in Texas would agree at this 
writing. If the suggestion were re- 
phrased to speak of “most” of the law- 
yers, some of the legal fraternity 
would likewise agree. The reason lies 
in the legislative record of the mem- 
bers of the profession. 

Al Smith one remarked of a new 
assemblyman: “There’s another young 
lawyer learning to call a bribe a fee.” 

We need not be so harsh in judging 
our legislators, notwithstanding the 
fact that unbelievable legal ability 
seems to crop out in newly elected 
third-rate lawyers, if increased re- 
tainer fees are a fair guide. They but 
reflect the electorate, 
which has year after year rewarded 
their cynicism and materialism by re- 
electing them. 

The people have no lobby at Austin, 
although every industry and _ profes- 
sion does. Their interests, under our 
plan of government, should be safe- 
guarded by a vigilant chief executive 
who should feel accountable for their 
mistreatment. No one outside of our 
crowded mental institutions believes 
this has been the case of late. 

But do we ly if 
those caught with their pants down in 
the insurance scandal the scapegoats 
for the whole body? What about the 
senators who did equally valiant ser- 
vice for companies and organizations 


mores of the 


act fair we make 


which reaped paid-for benefits without - 


publicity? Is the practice of creating 
conflicting interests reputable when 
the beneficiaries mulct the public gen- 
erally by receiving unwarranted tax 
benefits and the like but disreputable 
when financial failure affects named 


depositors and policyholders? 


or Garbage Collector? 


Frankly Speaking 


It is a source of amusement to ob- 
serve the bar officers and directors 
suddenly becoming aware of the ethics 
involved. The practices criticized were 
fully publicized by the Observer ag 
early as May, 1955, but nary an assist 
in clearing it up came from the bar 
officers until the rotten mess began to 
stink so badly it could not be ignored. 
Let the odor subside, and it’s a fair bet 
that the indignation of the bar digni- 
taries will shrink with it. 

The lawyers in our legislative body 
have been so cynical and self-assured 
that one of them procured the passage 
of a bill forbidding the trial of jury 
cases and contested criminal cases m 
his district during the December term. 
The only reason I ever heard sug- 
gested for the provision was that the 
term coincided with the bird season. 
Cripples, those deprived of property 
rights, and those accused of crime 
should not be expecting relief while 
the politicians have an opportunity to 
go hunting. 

This “let them eat cake” attitude 
was also reflected in the act granting 
absolute immunity from trial of civil 
and criminal cases in which legislators 
appear as counsel (whether hired the 


day before trial or earlier) for a ner ci 


iod beginning 30 days before a session 
of the Legislature and extending 30 
days after adjournment. Of course the 
good members may try the cases they 
want to try, but they may not be 
forced to trial in those they do not 
wish to try. 

Texas needs a housecleaning and a 
governor who isn’t afraid of the rats 
under the broom. 


FRANKLIN JONES 


FEEDBACK 


err Jon Ford, associate editor and 
Austin correspondent of the San An- 
tonio Express, reported the fact that 
flights by the Governor, the Attorney 
General, railroad and insurance com- 
missioners, and other state officials in 
oil, gas, insurance, and other compar: 
ies’ private planes are commonplace. 
Ford took the occasion to land on the 
Houston Post for “pillorying” John 
Ben Shepperd for accepting flights in 
the priyate plane of E. M. Stevens of 
Great Western Loan and Trust of San 
Antonio. Ford’s conclusion: it is a 
bad practice and should be stopped 
but probably won't be, “things being 
the way they are.” Sin 
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THE RACIAL MIND OF EAST TEXAS 


HENDERSON 
(Sunday morning’s mail brought 
this comment on the murder of 
John Reese, a 16-year-old Negro, 
and related shootings into Negro 
homes, cafes, and vehicles by 
white East Texans. Rev. Guston 
Browning, the writer, is minister 
of St. Paul’s Methodist Church 
in Henderson, a few miles from 
Tatum, the home town of the two 
men who have made statements 
they were responsible for Reese’s 
death.— Fd. ) 


As a former pastor in Tatum 
where lived the two white men ac- 
cused of the murder of John Reese, 
as 4 person who now lives just a few 
miles away and as one born and 
reared less than forty miles from the 
scene of the murder, [ have followed 
with keen interest the stories of de- 
velopments in this case. And I feel 
qualified to offer a few sideline ob- 
servations about it and its reflection 
of the racial mind of East Texas 
generally. 

Whether or not a direct connection 
between this murder and the conflict 
over the Negro school at Mayflower 
can be positively established, I do not 
know. But that a shameful, non-Chris- 
tian feeling of racial superiority is at 
the base of it all, I would bet my life. 

The persons firing the gun that 
killed Reese may or may not have 
done so with the deliberate thought in 
mind that this would somehow give 
vent to their feelings of racial hatred 
and animosity as stirred up by the 
Mayflower school controversy. The 
Gregg County grand jury evidently 
thinks not and they may be right. But 
there was a deep-seated feeling of ani- 
mosity and a sense of racial superior- 
ity on the part of those white murder- 
ers, Whether conscious or not. 

In Tatum, there is on the part of 
many white persons a sort of “sand- 
in-the-craw” feeling toward May- 
flower because the Negro school is 
gradually being maneuvered to May- 
tower. The shift is not yet quite com- 
plete but it is expected to be before 
too long. Some white businessmen of 
Tatum and others are resentful of 
this. Some even feel, but cannot prove, 
that the shift is a result of a “swap- 
out” between local politicos and school 
offiicials—that the Tatum school has 
heen promised to Mayflower in return 
ior Mayflower’s support for the poli- 
ticians at the ballot box. And the vote 
from Mayflower is strong enough to 
swing an election one way or another. 
Whether true or untrue, this suspicion 
does exist in the minds of many white 
Tatum citizens and engenders some 
general dishke for Mayflower resi- 
dents. 

Added to that strictly local 
animosity 


“air of 
toward Mayflower is the 
general lack of regard for Negroes in 
I-ast Texas. A Negro is considered by 
many as something just a little less 
than human. I have heard white men 
remark that “they ain’t no better than 
a mule,” and have heard them seri- 
ously speculate, “You reckon a nig- 
ger’s got a soul?” 

When I was in high school in Car- 
thage, in Panola County where half of 
Tatum is located, was considered 
great sport to go “coon conking.” This 
inelegant term was used to describe 
the practice of taking rubber hoses 
and beating up, or at least “tapping 
lightly a few times,” some poor, inno- 
cent Negro boy who chanced to be 
upon the streets when the local white 
boys decided to have their fun. I recall 
and confess with great shame that on 
one occasion I rode along in the back 
of a pick-up in which were a gang of 
boys who were out for the thrill of 
throwing brick-bats at Negroes as we 
rode along. That particular night, our 
little escapade came to an abrupt halt 
when a Negro man against whose 
house some bricks had been thrown 
came out and fired a shotgun blast 
into the air. We hastily departed and 
went back to the “Silver Grill” cafe, 
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A Henderson Minister Speaks 
On the Reese Murder Case 


where riotous amusement was enjoyed 
in discussing the exploits of the even- 
ing 

This “night of fun” was not carried 
out because of any particular racial 
incident or tension but just as a con- 
sequence of the general state of the 


racial mind of East Texas. 
It could be that John Reese was 
murdered in the same way. The 


thought having occurred to the mur- 


find it hard to believe that the choice 
was more or less unconscious or un- 
reasoned. The shooting into the cafe 
was even more so, I feel, a symptom 
of the total lack of respect for Ne 
groes in East Texas, perhaps intensi- 
fied by the school coytroversy, per- 
haps not, 

At apy ite 


rate, the problem ot 





Interpretive 





grating the Tatum and Mayflower 
schools will be a tough one, regardless 
of what the Supreme Court says. 

One further minor (?) observation 
occurs to me. What about the “niggs 
name of Wallace’ who 
“prosecuted and fined’”’ for the June 
shootings which of the alleged 
murderers now admits being respons! 


boys, were 


one 


Security of Home, Property, 


derers, “Let’s make a raid,” they set 
upon the cafe and school which are 
“conveniently” located between Long- 
view where they had been drinking 
beer and Tatum, their home. Their de- 
cision to fire into the school might 
have been stirred by the Mayflower 
school controversy, but I would not 
(In the course of his response 
to charges from the Gregg 
County District Attorney that he 
had failed to turn over “import- 
ant evidence” in the Reese case 


(sce also p. 7), the Observer edi- 
tor discussed the issues raised by 
his subpoena to appear before the 
grand jury of that county and by 
the case itself. —Ed.) 


Longview 


I have no wish to engage in an argu- 
ment with a law enforcement officer. 
However, the widely published charges 
by Gregg County District Attorney Ralph 
Prince against me and the newspaper I 


are so serious, and raise such 


work for 





Strange Captains 
To the Editor: 

The whole issue Feb, 1 is fine, 
but I wish to give my especial praise 
to your editorial on the Johnson-Ray- 
burn plan of releasing gas from fed- 
eral cantrol. You see very truly that 
this is not, as it is held up to Texas 
public, an imer-state controversy. It is 
an intra-state dispute between the con- 
sumers of gas on one hand and the 
producers of gas (a monopoly) on the 
other, The Texas consumer will be as 
hard hit as the Maine consumer. It’s 
not Texas vs. the other 47 states but 
big otl-and-gas monopoly versus con- 
sumers throughout the U.S. 

Our political leaders in the Con- 
gress are giving away the best and 
sturdiest shillelagh with which we are 
(and hope to continue) belaboring the 
Republican Party—namely, the Grve- 
away Program of which Doug McKay 
is the high priest. How can we look a 
Republican in the face and accuse his 
party of giving the people's 
property to the big interests when our 


away 


own leaders are prime movers in a 
giveaway which rivals in size and 
greed anything the Republicans are 


guilty of ? Really, it’s like a captain 
who disarms his own troops in the 


presence of the enemy, 


ROY BEDICHEK 


801 Ie. 23rd St., Austin 
The Comparison 
To the Editor: 
The scandals under Truman were 


largely concerned with a minor vice 
known.as “influence peddling” .... 
which ... has reached full flower with 
Ike’s business administration. But 
with Allan Shivers as Governor of 
this state, influence peddling has been 
only an adjunct of other and bigger 
scandals, What if the U.S, Treasury 


basic issues for democracy and its free 
press, I am left no honorable option but 
to make this statement 


What is at issue here is not the where- 
about of a bullet but the right of ever 
person to speak the truth and his opinion 
without censorship or coercion from gov- 
ernment. The essential’ point is that I 
have been called here the voice of a 
governmental authority because I pub- 
lished the truth that authority did not 
want published. 


by 


The district attorney is perfectly en- 
titled to his view that the area newspa- 
pers were correct in being “absolutely 
quiet” on the case, but he is not entitled 
to use his official authority against a 
newspaper and a newspaperman that dis- 
agree with this interpretation of journal- 
ism's responsibilities. 


had been—as the Texas treasury was 
—‘‘looted om a scale unmatched in... 
history,” as (George) Carmack states 
(Observer, Jan. Of if Truman 
had had a banking scandal, say, on th: 
scale of Shivers’s insurance scandal, 
which was, in Mr. Carmack’s words, 
“even worse than the veterans’ land 
situation”? Such plundering of the 
public cannot be ascribed to Mr. Tru 
man, 

. Incidentally, I quite agree wit! 
the main thesis of Mr. Carmack’s art! 
cle, and he deserves the credit the Ob 
server gave him for speaking out. As 
another one of your readers has said, 
the daily papers. are being forced to 
print more of the facts. 

SELWYN JONES 
5935 Van Fleet Drive, Housto1 


The Bribers Too 
To the Editor: 

There can be no bribery without the 
briber and the bribed .... The pubh 
demands a_ higher ethical 
from its public officials than that pre 
vailing in land promoter circles 
among horse traders and used cat 
swappers, loan company usurers 
corporation lobbyists .... 

1 think this is a year in Texas fo 
an idealistic liberal of the Adlai Stes 
A new Homer P. Rainey 
could win the governor's race in a 
walk. Either John White or Ralph 
Yarborough can have it for the asking 
.... Nobody tainted with the 
money changers’ support and so eager 
to do their bidding as Price Daniel 
should stand a chance this year. 

R. N. JONES 
3002 Dutton, Dallas 


Zo} 


standar« 


and 


enson school. 


“ 


The Realities 


To the Editor: 


I have known Price Daniel since we 
were children together im the same 





ble for? What does their conviction 
thing, about justice for all 
be f. Ww ? 


Say 


to remarks 
minister of my same 
last week’s edition of 
the OF | agree that the church 
blame that condi- 
to exist as they do. But 

let edit where credit is due, 
risen above the 
and sensitivity 
rated the night I rode 
up, it is because of 
irned from the litera- 
ch as much any- 


I response 
"HOW 

deno ition if 
l in ine 
‘-. now 

vence 


CK 


as 


nt rch, especially in 
d push faster and 
now doing, I do not 
It may be that our 
more progress than 
issue, On the other 
hat we are compro- 


cowardice. God help 


IN H. BROWNING 


life 


at Issue 


dred years ago an une 
asked: “Where dwells 
ire suppress the noble 


press?” Apparently he 
County, What 


the dis- 
here attempting is what 
called “preventive 
the a long arm has 
tin to assist in the 
I do believe that 
a spiritual kin of all 
the history of gov- 
ave sought to threaten 
1ewsmen with legal ac- 
planting seed in the 
porters: “I'll skip that 
no use stirring things 
kind seek to coerce the 
ngness to forget that 
ives public issues, it 
on Page 7) 
chool, He had the 
telligence, the sensi 
cial independence 
pled liberal activity 
Deal charitably if you 
politician’s un- 
tance to carry the 
liberal pol tical com- 
vyho watched Homer 
Marion Storm and Jeff 
{ Lindsay Walden _ fall 
den choose to honor 
bi de lining to pro latm 
honorable man. 

»f honor, nor even of 
se who followed the 
cs hearings recently 

in all Texas cities 
unces (turned) a cruel 

those who have won a 

the drug habit and 
the invasion of their 
those who are admitted 


n petty criminals 


‘coming gubernatorial 

es not develop into a 
hright debate on pub- 
blame may not lie en- 


beral candidate 

yblique critical ret 

fact that Washington 

eady integrated. Does 

uggest the high moral 

h he expects to conduct 
governor ° 


isl ¢ 


distorted our 


eea lave 

ssues if we assume that 

caught taking a bribe 

if > dubious promoter entitles a 
pul il to a perfect rating tor 
hos eritv, and responsibility. 
It the unreflecting publie 
may be nearer the realities than the 
overconscientious author of liberal 


edit rials ‘ ce 


MARGARET CARTER 
1024 Hawthorne, Fort Worth 





Session Possible; Senators Subpoenaed 


said, 


Senator William Shireman of Cor- 
pus Christi has also returned his $3,- 


AUSTIN 

Two leg 
House members on whether a special 
1 \I arch, and 


slators are canvassing 


session should be held 


the Texas Bar, smarting under pub- 
lic reaction to revelations that law- 
vers in the Legislature have taken 


retainer fees from persons interested 
will convene a session 
committees from all 
over the state in Austin March 2-3, 

Reps. D. BR. Hardeman of Denison 
and Charles Hughes of Sherman, lib 
eral House leaders, sent 148 separate 
petitions to their fellow House mem- 
they 


in legislation, 


of grievance 


bers on the issue of whether want 
a special House Sess1on Mare h 1 to 
consider impeachment of any state 
officials, “especially with regard to the 


Fey 
recent tatlures of msurance 


numerous 


companies .. but not restrictive 
Dhev said thev will announce 


Feb. 10 


Houston 


thereto.” 
the vote 
The 
that 42 House 
Dovle Willis of Fort Worth tavor a 


( 
special session out of 128 legislators 


Chronicle. re 


members and Senator 





‘ 
who replied by ph ne or letter to a 
Chronicle questionnaire The Const 
tution re es app al of 76 House 
sf the «¢ gv 2 special 
. , are} ip 

egrity and the efficiency « 
roof « state oft ls, both 

‘ ative and gislative, have 
beet question Hi ohe s and Harde- 
n Mn sa 1 n a Ie te ‘ lt colle cues 
Maurice Bullock preside ot the 
State Bar, told a workshop on public 
relations attended here last weekend 
by members of grievance committees: 
Our public relations program is 
going t ill flat on its face unless our 


‘ram. works bettem than 


A TOTAL.of ten state sen- 
ators have been subpoenaed by the 
Waco grand jury. Last week Sens. 
Wilham Moore of Brvan and 
Ashlev of Llano testified, along with 
former Senator R.C. Lanning, who 
received fees from U. S. Trust & 
(;uarantv while still chairman of the 
State Board of Control. Sen. Gus 
Strauss of Hallettsville was also sub- 
poenaed but he ple aded il health, His 
law partner, Armand 
Strauss has said did work 
make, did testify, howeve 

District Attorney Tom Moore. Tr., 
said in Waco that seven more senators 


Carlos 


Schwartz. who 


for Shoe- 


have heen ordered to appear this 
week: Ortis Lock of Lufkin and Wil- 
lam Fly of Cuero. both members of 


the Senate Investigating Committee : 


and Crawford Martin of Hillsboro, 


Hardeman, Hughes Poll House Members on Issue; 


Texas Bar Grievance Groups Meet Here in March 


Neville Colson of Navasota, R. A. 
Weinert of Seguin, Rogers Kelley of 
Edinburg, and Kilmer Corbin of Lub- 
bock 

The grand jury last week heard 
testimony from the Waco manager of 
Bell on <A. B. Shoe- 
make's telephone calls. Presumably 
this will bear on Shoemake’s legisla- 
tive relations on behalf of U. S. Trust. 

D.A. Moore, a potential candidate 


Southwestern 


for Attorney General, commented: 
“We want to find out how much 
senators received from U, A Trust, 


when, how, and what for. If they were 
r trying we want to 
they actually did try and or 
lf they 
want to 


paid fe cases, 
know if 
if they have any record of it. 
paid for lobbying we 
know about that, too. 

“Tt is doubtful that the grand jury 
here will be able to return any indict- 
he said. “We might not have 
couldn't be shown 


wrong doing took place in 


were 


ments,” 

c - 
venue tnat 1s, it 
that any 


this county. However, the jury can 


and may make a public report of its 
findings when it’s through... Any 
helpful information our grand jury 
finds will be passed along to other dis- 
trict attorneys and other grand jur- 


tes.” 
ASHLEY gave back the 
$10,000 cash fee he got from Shoe- 
make late in 1954 and early in 1955— 
a portion of it during the Legislature. 
He was regarded as Shoemake’s chief 
legislative champion. 
He said he had not earned the whole 
fee because of the U.S. Trust receiv- 
ership and that therefore he was re- 


funding it all, even though he had 
“certainly earned a part” of it. He 


worked for Shoemake as a 
lawyer “in centralizing, coordinating, 
and improving, within the law, the 
operations, control, and management 
of the corporation. 

“It was an honorable employment 
that any honorable lawyer could in 
honor accept, and I accepted it as an 


said he 


honorable employment,” Ashley 


000 cash fee. These returned funds 
will be distributed to those to whom 
the receivered company ts indebted. 

From Shireman’s home town came 
harsh words about such fees from 
Rep. Curtis Ford. Legislative integrity 
has been “forsaken for compensa- 
tion,” he said, and “one is almost 
ashamed to admit he is a member of 
the Legislature.” He said he was 
shocked that the Senate committee 
asked the State Bar to “distinguish 
for them the difference between a 
bribe and a fee. Are we sunk so low?” 
he asked. 

In Dallas, Elton Miller, the pub- 
lisher of the weekly, The White 
Rocker, told the Democratic Women’s 
Political Assn. of Dallas that any leg- 
islator who has received money from 
insurance or investment companies, 
other lobbying groups, or who took an 
airplane ride to horse races in Ken- 
tucky in a plane owned by Tennessee 
Transmission Company (Ob- 
1955) should not be 


Gas 
server, April 25, 
re-electe d. 


Shivers Says It Goes Back to Communists 


AUSTIN 


Governor Shivers, in an aside 


from his prepared text that did not 
make the state press, told Beaumont 
Rotarians last week that charges of 


his Administration are 


corruption in 
part of a “get Shivers” campaign 
that goes back to a time when Com- 
munists pledged he would never be 
elected to another office. 

This was the same speech in which 
Shivers said the “current tragedy” in 
Texas insurance should not be called 
a “scandal” and that “political jackals 
and vultures” have tried to make capi- 
tal out of the situation. 

The Beaumont Journal reported: 

“In discussing the insurance situa- 
tion, the Governor departed from his 
prepared text to charge that the politi- 
cal ‘smear’ is part of a ‘get Shivers’ 
campaign that .goes back toa time 
when Communists pledged ‘Allan 
Shivers never will be elected to an- 
other office’ by the people of Texas. 
He said that grew out of his proposal 
for a state law that would place the 


death penalty upon those who fol- 
lowed the Communist Party line in 
Texas.” 


Two other speakers, Ralph Yarbor- 
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ough adn James P. Hart, repeated the 
charges of corruption in Austin in 
speeches last week, as have most of 
the principal state political speakers 
this vear. 

“If one person commits an illegal or 
dishonest act, that is one too many,” 
Shivers said, but only 15 of 29,000 
state employees or officials have been 
fired, suspended, or indicted for dis- 
honesty in the past six years, and 28,- 
985 people should not be condemned 
for what 15 did. 

Shivers added that less than 75 in- 
surance firms have been put in receiv- 
ership in 15 years out of 1,400 Texas 
companies. “It is a terrible thing for 
even one dollar to be lost in the fail- 
ure of any insurance company, but 
calling the relatively few failures suf- 
fered in the past 15 years a ‘scandal’ 
doesn’t make it a scandal,” said the 
Governor. 

“I am not saying that there has 
been no dishonesty or bad judgment,” 
he said. “However, the right to criti- 
cize and discuss is rot the right to de- 
stroy recklessly and needlessly the 
confidence of the people in their state 
government, in the insurance industry 
in Texas, in the Legislature, or in any 
other group.” 

Shivers also accused “several office- 
seekers ... including one three-time 
loser” of “encouraging” depositors 
and policvholders of U.S. Trust at a 
Houston meeting “to applaud and 
cheer the news of the apparent death 
of the man who had caused their suf- 
fering.” 

(Yarborough and Senator Jimmy 
Phillips of Angleton addressed the 
meeting. Phillips announced the news 
bulletin that A. B. Shoemake, U. S. 
Trust president, had been found shot. 
soth men were shocked when the ap- 
plause broke out, they said after the 
meeting. ) 


Hart made his first prin- 
cipal speech in some time. He appears 
to have a renewed interest in the po- 
litical season. “It has always seemed 
to me that there could be no greater 
reward than the knowledge of a pub- 
lic serviec well done,” he said. 

“And yet all of us who have read 
the newspapers lately have come to 
the painful, the shocking realization 
that the public’s respect for our state 


government is now probably at the 
lowest ebb that it has ever reached, 


and that there is good and sufficient 
for this public feeling,” Har 
The people should rise up in 
indignation” and correct 
“this shameful situation,” he said 

He proposed “plain honesty in pub- 
lic officials”; “a thorough exposure of 
what has been going on”; removal of 
“corrupt officials” and protection of 
the innocent ; adequate annual salaries 


basis 
said 


+ 4 
rignteous 





for legislators; and strengthening of 
the governorship and weakening of 
which control legisla- 
tive decision-making. 

“There would be few venal or cor- 
rupt politicians, except for the exist- 
ence of private citizens who want to 
control public offices for their own 
selfish private gain,” Hart said. 


“small groups” 


Y ARBOROUGH’S | speech 
did not contain anything he has not 
said frequently, but the occasion was 
news: a dinner gathering of the Bexar 
County “We Want Yarborough Club” 
at La Villita. 

Yarborough, far out ahead of Hart 
and John White in recent Belden Polls 
on the governor’s race, told his back- 
ers that Texans should “lift the black 
cloud of shame and evil... over state 
government.” He decried “middle-of- 
the-road” or “harmony” talk in the 
party, saying that “adversaries will 
try to scare us out of doing this job 
because they are deathly afraid that 
we will do it.” * Sg 

“We can resewe our state govern- 
ment from the decade of indifference 
through which we have drifted and 
and become mired in. We can drain 
the sink of iniquity in Austin, and re- 


store the state government’s honor 
and integrity,” Yarborough said. 
He called on Texans “of all faiths 


and shades of political opinion to join 
together to give tomorrow's Tex- 
ans a better yovernment than the one 
we now 

J. J. Holmes, Austin contractor who 
got a relative handful of votes in 1954, 
announced he will run for governor 
again. He said if he was elected Bas- 
com Giles “would have plenty of com- 
pany,’ and he took the somewhat 
novel tack of saying Yarborough is 
“nothing more than a front man for 
Allan Shivers.” 

Republican women, meeting in Aus- 
tin, were told by Mrs. R. D, O’Calla- 
ghan, president of the Texas Federa- 
tion of Republican Women, that a 
strong opposition party would “keep 
officials honest” and might have 
slowed down the insurance, land, and 
investment scandals. 

In Houston the Harris County Re- 
publican Executive Committee said 
the G.O.P. could provide an adminis- 
tration “to clean up the mess at Aus- 
tin.” The woman who submitted the 
resolution said it is up to the Repub- 
licans to fight “the graft and corrup- 
tron ... on the state level.” 

Byron Skelton, chairman of the loy- 
alist Advisory Council, 
announced a workshop on_ political 
is and convention campaigns at 
the Rice Hotel in Houston Feb. 18. 
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Saunders Says — 


Press to Blame 


Created the ‘Scandal’ 
Out of Imagination, Says 
AUSTIN 

Seldom has any Texas state agency 
been under heavier fire from more 
quarters than the Insurance Commis- 
sion. The Observer stumbled into a 
mecting of employees addressed | by 
the two commissioners recently, and 
the proceedings shed some light on 
how they are dealing with the result- 
ing tensions. 

J. Byron Saunders, chairman of the 
commission, told about 150 assem- 
bled employees: 

“The press has made an insurance 
scandal out of the figment of their 
imagination. There isn’t anything 
wrong with the Insurance Department 
so far as I know. Institutions go on. 
Men may fall by the wayside.” 

He told the employees that the com- 
missioners have “all the confidence in 
the world in you. You owe us by the 
same token the corresponding obliga- 
tion to do us the finest job vou are 
capable of. None of us are condemn- 
ing or commending any of you. If you 
do what is legal and what is right, vou 
have us behind you.” 

Saunders hinted at his irritation 
with newsmen who have been beseig- 
ing the commission’s offices on a thou- 
sand points of inquiry when he said: 

“Don’t talk to everybody and any- 
body and run down the department. 
Be proud of your department. No- 
body’s going to lese his job as long as 
he does what’s right.” 

Saunders said that with “the help 
of you people and the good lsord, we 
are going to see it through, Person- 
ally I think anything that can’t stand 
a bath of fire isn’t worth its salt .... 
If there ever was a time in the his- 
tory of this department when you 
should be on your best behavior, and 
report to your superiors and depart- 
ment heads anything out of order or 
our of the way, not in accord with the 
way it should be done ...” Saunders 
admonished his workers. 

Saunders quoted Lincoln when wun- 
der heavy fire as president in 1862, to 
this effect: I do not have time to read, 
much less answer, all of my critics. 
If I am right everything will come out 
all right. If I am wrong ten angels 
swearing by me will make no differ- 
ence. 

Commissioner Mark Wentz added: 

“Everything he (Saunders) has 
said meets with my entire aproval. We 
do have confidence in all of you. We 
want vou to merit that confidence, We 
expect you to.” : 


Whiskey for Commissioners 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Saturday Saunders announced the 
effective dismissal of four examiners 
who had been suspended because of 
accusations they took gifts and favors 
from General American and then wil- 
fully showed the company solvent 
when it was insolvent. (They have 
been granted permanent leaves of ab- 
sence. ) 

Testifying before the Senate Inves- 
tigating Committee on this matter 
several weeks ago, Saunders stated he 
had not found the examiners guilty of 
any acts for which they might be 
criminally or civilly liable but that they 
may have committed “morally censure 
able” acts. 

Saunders had no comment Monday 
on the whisky paid for by General 
American, 


Four INSURANCE 
Commission examiners, including 
Chief Examiner Larry Blanchard and 
Supervising Examiner Robert Butler, 
have been suspended without pay by 
the insurance commissioners because 
a $6.6 million creditors’ suit against 
General American by its 57,000 claim- 
ants alleges that the four received 
certain gifts and favors from General 
American—a radio, apartment rent, 
deer hunts, and a banquet and a party 
—and showed General American sol- 
vent when it was insolvent in 1952. 
Butler and Blanchard are charged with 


receiving “other gifts” which the suit 
does not specify. 

The suit does notemention any gifts 
to the insurance commissioners from 
General American. It was brought by 
San Antonio lawyer Josh Groce act- 
ing for the state insurance liqnidator, 
J. D. Wheeler, who is an employee of 
the Insurance Commission. 

Saunders said the four accused ex- 
aminers were “hurt, disappointed, and 
surprised ... but they welcome the in- 
vestigation and believe they will be 
vindicated.” Smith said he understood 
the examiners were sued “to make a 
case” against other defendants. 

,Mark Wentz, the other commis- 
sioner, who has stated he has never re- 
ceived trips or favors from insurance 
companies, did not comment on the 
examiners’ suspension. 


T HE OBSERVER has also 
come into possession of a copy of a 
document which tends to suggest that 
a Robert Butler was given some pho- 
tographic equipment by General 
Americanin 1953. 

The Observer also has a copy of a 
mysterious $1,800 check made out to a 
General American official on the orig 
inal and to seven dashes (that is, to 
“ae ----- ”) on the carbon. Appar- 
ently is was cashed during the course 
of the crucial Insuranee Commissior 
examination of General American im 
1952. The company was declared sol- 


Two More Firms Challenged 


AUSTIN 

It was a relatively quiet week in 
Texas insurance. 

Two more campanits- were ordered 
to show cause why they should be al- 
lowed to stay in business, Trans- 
County Mutual of San Antonio (mail- 
ing address 2109 North Akard, Dal- 
las), and a very small company, 
Trans - Western Mutual Life Insur- 
ance of Dallas. 

The board accused Trans-County 
Mutual of being a “purely commer- 
cial enterprise,” of paying excessive 
commissions to agents, of engaging in 
real estate operations without legal 
uthority, of conducting its business 
fraudulently, and of contesting claims 
without good reason, It had a reinsur- 
ance agreement with now bankrupt 
Home Service Casualty. 

U. S. Trust & Guaranty, U. S. Au- 
tomotive Service, and Arkansas Fire 
and Marine—the three companies of 
A. B. Shoemake—were placed in per- 
manent receivership after auditors 
told an Austin judge U.S. Trust lost 
$3.8 million and U.S. Automotive lost 
$1.5 million since 1951. 


Rep. Bert McDaniel sued the state 
liquidator m an effort to have the de 
positors in the company defined as 
preferred creditors with first claim on 
the assets. Shoemake wae declared out 
of danger of death from the bullet he 
put through his skull and was moved 
to a veterans’ hospital at McKimney, 
destitute and still unable to talk. 

Investors may have been mulcted 
out of $6 million by a dozen compan- 
ies which sokd nearly $9 mifion worth 
of stock under “1303B” provisions of 
the state law permitting promotional 
stock-selling, Secretary of State offi- 
cials revealed. 

A stockholders’ receivership petition 
against McBride Oil & Gas Corp. was 
denied in court, and the company sued 
for damages for hbel and slander in 
Brownsville. 

Great American Loan and Trust of 
San Antonio—which surrendered its 
permit to sell insurance two wecks ago 
—announced it is still operating 
its chattel and mortgage loan business. 

Rerjury trial of three former offi- 
cials of bankrupt Texas Mutual In- 


surance Co, was set for April 2 m 
Austin. : 








LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS 


STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF NUECES 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that Philip Lieberman, 
doing business as Licberman’s, intends to incor- 
porate such firm, effective immediately, under 
the firm name of LIEBERMAN'’S OF TAFT, INC. 

PHILIP LIEBERMAN 


STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF NUECES 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: . 

Notice is hereby given that Philip Lieberman, 
doing business as Lieberman's, intends to incor- 
porate such firm, effective immediately, under the 
firm name of LIEBERMAN’S OF ROBSTOWN, 


INC. 
PHILIP LIEBERMAN 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF PARMER 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that Russell A. Massey 
and Edward Massey, partners, doing business un- 
der the firm name of Massey Brothers Drilling 
Company, intend to corporate such firm without a 
change of firm name, and that the-said corpora- 
tion shall be known as Massey Brothers Drilling 
Company, Inc., that this notice shall be for four 
consecutive weeks at least once a week, in each 
week in a newspaper, published at the seat of 
said firm has its principal place of business. 
the state government and in the county in which 

MASSEY BROTHERS DRILLING COMPANY 
RUSSELL A. MASSEY 
EDWARD MASSEY 

Sworn to and schscribed before me, this the 
13 day of January, A. D., 1956, by the said Rus- 
sell A. Massey and Edward Massey, certified 
which witness my hand and seal of office. 

(8) GLENN E. REESE 
Notary Public in and for 
Pormer County, Texas 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF THE ESTATE OF 
MARION POLK CLARKE 

Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary upon the Estate of Marion Polk 

Clarke, Deceased, were granted to me, the under- 

signed, on the 26th day of July, 1955, by the 


County Courg of Travis County, Texas. All per- 
sons having claims against said Estate are hereby 
required to present the same to me within the 
time prescribed by law. My residence is 870 Fifth 


mailing 
Brown 


Avenue, New York, New York, and my 
address is c/o William A. Brown, 762 
Bldg., Austin, Texas. 
MARION CLARKE COOK 
Independent Executrix of the Estate 
of Marion Polk Clarke, Deceased 
SHERIFF’S SALE 

BY VIRTUE of a certain Order of Sale issued 
by the Clerk of the 53rd District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, on the 12th day of January, 1956, 
in a certein Canse No. 100,344, wherein First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association of Austin, 
is Plaintiff, and E. O. Smith, Jessica Beatrix 
Smith Rogers, Curran Price Rogers III, Sylvia 
Joan Rogers, Allan Kyle Rogers and Modern 
Floors, Inc., are defendants, Judgment was re- 
covered by Plaintiff against Defendants E. O. 
Smith and Jessica Beatrix Smith Rogers in the 
sum of Six Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety- 
Seven and 38-100 Dollars ($6,997.38), with inter- 
est thereon at the rate of 6 per centum per an- 
num from the 7th day of December, 1955, to- 
wether with all costs of suit, in the 53rd District 
Court of Travis County, on the 7th day of Decem- 
ber, 1955. 

I, on the 24th day of January 1956 at 9:40 
o'clock A.M., have levied upon, and will, on the 
6th day of March, 1956, that being the first Tues- 
day in said moath, at the Court House door, in 
the City of Austin, within legal hours, proceed to 
sell for cash, to the highest bidder, all the right, 
title and interest of E. O. Smith, Jessica Beatrix 
Smith Rogers, Curran Price Rogers III, Sylvia 
Joan Rogers, Allan Kyle Rogers and Modern 
Floors, Incorporated, as the same existed on the 
29th day of April, 1954, and at all subsequent 
dates existed and still exists, in and to the fol- 
lowing described property, levied upon as the 
property of said defendants, to-wit: 

Lot No. Seven (7), in Breezy Hollow Addition 
No. 5, Section Two (2), an Addition to the City 
of Austin, "Travis County, Texas, according to the 


map or plat of said Addition, recorded in Vol. 6, 
Page 192, of the Plat Records of Travis County, 
Texas. 


THE ABOVE SALE to be made by me to sat- 
isfy the above described judgment for $6,997.38, 
in favor of the plaintiff, together “with the costs 
of said suit, and the proceeds applied to the satis- 
faction thereof. 

T. O. LANG, Sheriff, 
Travis County, Texas, 
By: HENRY KLUGE, Deputy 
Austin, Texas, January 25, 1956. 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF FIRM 

AND INTENTION TO INCORPORATE 
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 
Rudy J. Kunetka, sole owner of the business firm 


of Rudy’s Poultry and Egg. Company, located at 


6403 Bayway Drive, formerly known as 301 
North Market St. Road, Baytown, Harris County, 
Texas, intends to dissolve such business firm of 


Rudy's Poultry and Egg Company and incorporate 
the same without a change in the firm 
thereof, the corporate name to read Rudy's Poul- 
try and Egg Gompany, said business dissulution 
and incorporation to take place after the expira 
tion of thirty (30) days from this the 2°th day 
of January, 1956. 
RUDY J. KUNETKA, sole owner 
of Rudy’s Poultry and Egg Company 


name 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To any Sheriff or any Constable within the State 
of Texas—-GREETING: 

You are hereby commanded to cause ww be 
published, ONCE, not less than ten dayg before 
the return day thereof, in a newspaper printed in 
Travis County, Texas, the accompanying citation, 
of which the herein below following is a 
copy—-(but if there be no newspaper so printe: 
in said county, then that you cause the said cita- 
tion to be posted for at least TEN days before 
the return term thereof as required by law). 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED in _ the 

estate of Mrs. Elma Martens, Deceased. 


true 


No. 16,710, County Court Travis County 
Texas. A. C. Brandes, Administrator thereof, filed 
in the County Court of TravMls County, Texas, on 
the 30th day of January, A. D. 1956, his Final 
Account of the condition of the Estate of said 
Mrs. Elma Martens, Deceasa! together with ar 


Application to be discharged from said Estate 
Said Final Account and Application will be 
heard and acted on by said Court on the first 


Monday next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of Posting or Publishing this citatior 
the same being the 20th day of February, 

at the Courthouse thereof in Austin, Texas, at 
which time and place all persons interested ir 
the Account for Final Settlement of said Fstat« 
are required to appear by filing a written an- 
swer and contest said account and applicatior 
should they choose to do so. 

The officer executing this writ shall prompt 


serve the same according to requirements of law 
and the mandates hereof, and make due ret 
the law directs. 


Given’ Under My Hand and the Seal of Saic 
Court at office in Austin, Texas, this the th 
day of January, A.D. 1956. 


EMILIE LIMBERG, 
Clerk of the Covnty Court, 
Travis County, Texas 
By (s) M. EPHRAIM, Deputy 


examiners.), The check 
to “travel and entertain 
but there may be 
that General American en- 
te! } i nsurance company 
me. lhe Observer has no 
ndicating how this $1,800 

other than that printed 


n vents,’ 


ag- 


a in <é€ 


has earlier re- 
eral American paid legal 
000 to Hubert Green, Sr., 

of 1954. Green, Sr., is 
the present San Antonio 
district ttorney who was Bexar 
ampaign manager for Gov- 
s in the summer of 1954. 
ns practiced law at the same 


he Ihserver 


if} f TrFic] 


ern Ms VET 


Dow s. ROBINSON, 
the defunct company, 
wrot memo to C. B. Erwin, its pres- 
m Sept. 11, 1953, reading: 
> are attaching hereto a_ bill 
fro ti Phe tographers im the 
176.00. 
tems in question are: 
eo Viewer .... $ 19.50 
Slides & Case 100.00 
inderstand it, these two 
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ppreciate your advising if 
for these two items. 


trea € ot 


if 1 ro 
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viewers and 
viven to Mr. 


advised by 
the 
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been 


one of! 
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k N 23305, dated Dec. 3, 

] A made out to Dew S Robin- 
of $1,800 and signed 
vin and M. TL. Hendricks. 
lorsement is on the back 

( t. However, the carbon of this 
san eck, No. 23305, Dec. 3, 1952. 
f made “to the order of 


sor ¢ ne «um 


to the carbon is a note: 
52 For travel & entertainment 
800.00.” 

statement signed by Renne AN- 
james N. Castleberry, Jr., 
e | dation division at that time. 


ofa 7 < 
Ft ark 


foHows: 
lelv 9. 1954, about 3:30 PM, 
Robinson told the under- 
m the 4th floor of the General 
Building m San Antonio 
was with General Amer- 
seneral American did not do 
Mertaining of agents of General 
n or any other company. Mr. 
terrogated him ‘concerning 
- and repeated #t the second 
ing if General American 
iny entertaining of agents 
ybinson said they had not.” 
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SHARP LENDERS IN TEXAS 


Defended; 


Borrowers Pay Heavily in Several Examples Noted 


AUSTIN 
As long as men have needed money 


and other men have had it, usury has 
had a place in the world. The Athen- 
jams set a 12 percent interest ceiling 
and punished violators with personal 


Che 1 de 
nied usurers a 


Henry VIII 


or 10 percent im 


Church of Engian 

Christian burial, and 
authorized a maximum 
1545. Today three- 
states of the American 


contempt 


rths of the 
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Some Examples 
it ne practice and extent 
g practice n | : 
N pref ve sl dv has been ¢ 
a 28 “et . Ihe Ser 
e€ aske i¢ Texas Legis e Coun 
| to study the small loan industr 
la ear, but the House did not tal 
i on the reselution and the Coun 
has dropped it after tentative in 
guirics. What little known, there- 
fore. tends to come to public attention 
in the form of examples which may 
he typical, or which may be “horrible’ 


exceptions. Here are some the Ob 
server has noted. 

Pefore declaring a score of San An- 

~ tonio small loan firms “off limits” to 


military personnel last year, a service 
disciplinary board there found that 


‘Investment’ Plan Called Another ‘Subterfuge,’ 


servicemen (whose names must 
here omitted) had had these exper- 


ences 


some 


\n airman third class borrowed $10 
ror one year and repaid $31.20 to 
one company, then borrowed $15 to 


debt, “renewal 
and winding up still owing 
four months later. An- 
company took what he told them 
hot check and then threatened 
to run it throu e bank if he didn't 
said he owed. 


settle the paying $7.20 
charges 
them $138.00 
othe 
Was a 
vh tl 


pay them what the: 


\nother airman third class paid 
$3.00 for the use of S15 for seven 

‘ 

\ statt Seryean borrowed $25 ind 

reed to repay S35 +0 in thre< 


another 
somethmeg to do with 


paper” he 


\nother airman borrowed ten dol- 
payments of $2.60 
months, and owed 
end of that time 

were 


tor two or three 


$12.60 if the 
Calls 
manding 


the city 


ind letters sent to com- 


officers from firms all over 


cunning 


~ 


until the 


1” payment by ser- 
made it 
would not be the loan com 
“collection agents.”’ 
\ Dallas woman borrowed 
wn a loan shark, agreeing to pay 
back S35 in three months. Five years 


later—after borrowing from one 


yicemen services 
1 

clear they 

pamies’ 


$25 


com 


pany to pay another, stacking up 
charges at every turn she was being 
hammered by 23 loan companies for a 
total of $1.500. The Dallas Jumor 
Bar took up her case and the compan- 
es called oft the dogs 
\ Dallas man who worked in a mill- 
¥ company borrow ed $20 for 30 days 
at $2.25 per week interest. He could 
not pay his principal, so he renewed 
ach month, and nine years later he 
had paid $1.053 interest (at 585 per- 


cenl a 


: > 
vear) and still owed $2 


In 1953, the Junior Bar discovered 


Dallas cour who had been sold 145 

| nsurance’ policies m connee- 

tion with loans by twelve companres 
‘ i vo 4 » riod 


Antonio 
he case of 60-vear-old 
.obinson, a Negro. In 1945 he 


tamberlin, a San 


borrowed $50 from Aztec Brokerage 
Company, agreeing to pay it back in a 
month, plus $8 interest (192 percent 
a year). Robinson never had enough 
to pay it all back (his pension check 
was $65 a month), so he “renewed” 
the loan each month until March, 19- 
55, when he paid it off in full with his 
S65 check, getting $7 back. 


$936 for $50 


Thus,” Chamberlin, “for the 
original loan of $50 made sometime in 
1945 the lender had exacted $936 
in ‘interest,’ plus recovering the prin- 
cipal ot S50 ; 


said 


Robinson couldn't live on the 
$7, so he borrowed the $50 back the 
month. A few months later the 
demanded payment of $82 he 
said was due him. Chamberlin took the 
and $450 judgment by 
agreement, from which he had to de- 
duct his legal fee. 

In the EF. Wright, et al, vs. E-Z 
Finance Co., et al, case in 95th Judi- 
cial District Court in Dallas, the jury 
found that Texas Finance and Thrift 
\ssn. had Wright make application to 
a credit insurance firm for a hospital- 
ized insurance policy “for the purpose 
of increasing the compensation for the 
use Of its money.” 
~~ Another Dallas jury found that—on 
seven occasions—a Dallas loan firm 
charged Robert B. Dean for credit in- 
in connection with loans “with 
a purpose of obt&Sining compensation 
for the use of its money tm excess of 
10 per cent per annum.” The jury also 
found that a credit insurance firm in 


But 


sale 
lende: 


ease won a 


surance 


Dallas, through its tender agents, 
charged Dean for credit insurance 


policies “with a purpose of participat- 


ing” in such compensation. The case is 


on appeal. 


General Charges 


The hooks are in when a borrower 
can't pay back the first small loan and 
renew or refinance it. “Flip- 
a loan, it’s called in the trade— 
lending more monev to enable the bor- 


has to 


ping” 


rower to make payments on the earlier 
loan, paying interest and charges o@ 
the earlier interest and charges. 

Critics of the small loan industry ia 
Texas dwell on the use of these tech- 
niques by some firms: 


Recurring telephone calls to a bor- 
rower’s home and work, even to his 
neighbors; intimidating literature; 
embarassing collection visits to homes, 
sometimes before dawn, and to places 
ot work; threats of legal action; even 
personal threats and beatings. 

An employee of a retail store in San 
Antonio told this reporter of a co- 
worker who was driven frantic by 
endless phone calls while she was at 
and by visits from a loan col- 
lector who once literally tried to pull 
her out the front door of the store. An 
manufacturing firm 


work 


ex< cutive of a 


there said he 1s pe stered often by calls 
from lenders of small sums to his 
Latin-American employees. 


In February, 1953, the Junior Bar 
queried 180 major Dallas businessmen 
on this Seventy percent of 
them said their employees are “hound- 
companies ; half had 
notices of wage 
small 


subj ject. 


ed’ by small loan 
“frequent 
employees to 


received 
assignments by 
loan companies.” 

The Houston Better Business Bu- 
reau surveyed employers there, and 
52 percent replied that employees have 
be en “hounded”; 57 percent com- 
plained about collection letiers and 
cards “cluttering up” their mails; an- 
other 48 percent said they got exces- 
sive phone calls. 

Major Milton Swett, Air Force of- 
ficer in San Antonio who has worked 
to stop usurious practices in San An- 
was the object of threatening 
telephone calls; death was threatened 
to his fama@y. In February, 1955, a 
sidewalk argument over collection of 
a $3.80 payment on a Christmas loan 
led to the knife-murder of a loan com- 
pany collector in downtown Dallas. 


tomo, 


Defenders of the Texas industry in- 
are exceptions, that every in- 
dustry has its bad apples. They charge 
Household Finance, a multi - state 
loan company that operates in 
states with a 36 percent-limit law, 
with “planting” stories. But pub- 
lic suspicion of moneylenders is 
greater than its suspicion of any other 
industry in and only a compre- 
hensive inquiry by some official agency 
can put the charges to rest or yield the 
needed reforms R. D. 


sist these 


small 


1 
sucn 


Texas, 


‘Code of Ethics’ Displayed 


HOUSTON 
Ninets 


two percent is a pretty good 
even on a 


of business. 


Cunlniission - 


latively small amount 
That's ethical lender-agent 
makes selling credit insurance written 


\\ hat one 


by the Home Life and Accident In 
lrance Company 
Last month, this lender-agent, who 
operates in Houston, took in close to 
$770 in premiums, — his 92 
cent, and sent the insurance com- 
any just over $60, leaving his opera- 
m a litth more than $700. Home 


Life has to pay the borower’s claims 


out of the S60 
Th he let der gents ( ‘ode of 
vhich he cn ~~ v 


f Ethics, 


display s scotch- 





Rates To Be Studied 
Chair- 
an J. Byron Saunders has an 
nounced a hearing on credit im- 
rates for April 4 He said 
rates were based on a 
and a half company experi- 
as of 1951, whereas the com- 
panies mow have six years’ ex- 
perience under the 1949 state law. 
The Observer and the Houston 
Post have carried articles about 
redit insurance. The Observer 
has pointed out that the Legisla- 
ture legalized and, the Insurance 
Cominission promulgated total 
annual charges on loans of 140 
percent a year. 


Insurance Commussion 


stirance 
present 
vear 


crict 











taped on a wall-calendar, 


ing deélaration. 


is a reassur- 


“Realizing the value of the insured- 
loan program whereby borrowers of 
certain sums of money may be pro- 
ected against the contingencies of 
death or disability from either sick- 
ness or accident ;” it sets forth, “And, 
being cognizant of the financial relief 
from debt and the protection of the 
credit standing of the borrower 
through this insured plan 

Shabbily dressed colored folk drift 
in and out of the loan office, along 
with a smaller number of latinos and 
whites. On a $50 loan for three 
months. under his code of ethics and 
according to a table he keeps in the 
office, the agent charges these people 
$17.80, a repayment rate of 142 per- 
cent per annum. The actual interest is 
quite reasonable, only $1.10. The rest 
goes for service ($2.00) and insur- 
ance premiums ($14.70). 

It is idle to speculate on what an 
unethical money lender would charge. 

As far as the Houston lender-agent 
knows, such do not abide by the first 
article of the Code of Ethics, which 
states: “no borrower shall be required 
to purchase credit insurance from the 
company I represent. He shall always 
have the right to select an insurance 
carrier of his own choice.” Apparently 
though, there have been no dissenters 
among the borrowers who deal with 
our informant. 

The code also says: “I shall never, 
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under any circumstances, make an in- 
sured loan without delivering to the 
insured borrower his policy of insur- 
ance or am exact copy of it.” He al- 
ways gives the borrower his policy 
the agent avers, but “sometimes 
they go away and leave it lying on the 
counter.” 

\nd again: “It sha be my duty to 
make certain that the insured bor- 
rower receives all benefits due him in 
the event that the amount paid by the 
insurance company exceeds the 
the first beneficiary. In 
the event of his death this obligation 
shall extend to the second beneficiary.” 
The first beneficiary is the loan com- 
pany 


copy, 


amount du 


At HFIKEN 





(Nonpaid Advertisement) 
Dear Deadbeats: 


We are pore too. Please fork 
it over. 


Ye Olde Editor 











IF YOU BUY A CAR— 

iF YOU BUY A HOUSE— 

IF ANY OF YOUR POLICIES EXPIRE— 
CALL 


‘BOW’ WILLIAMS 


Autemobile and 
General Insurance 


Represents ICT— 

The Company Owned by Union Members 
624 LAMAR BOULEVARD 
TELEPHONE GReenwood 2-0545 
“LET’S ABOLISH THE POLL TAX” 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

than any other Texas newspaper, by 
informing Longview Sheriff Noble 
Crawford of a lead on the identity of 
the two-accused men and their where- 
abouts ten or fifteen minutes before 
the shooting, and by interviewing 
Dean Ross, now accused, three weeks 
after the killing, and then asking the 
Longview sheriff's department if they 
had interviewed him. Dugger said they 
had not. 

“If questions persist why it took’ so 
long to find and accuse in this case, I 
hope it is clear that they should not be 
directed to me,” Dugger said. 

Prince told the Observer the grand 
jury also indicted another white man, 
Etherade Echols of Gladewater, on a 
charge of murdering a Negro, Worris 
L. Jeffrey. 

“The only thing we know, Jeffrey 
came in a house where a bunch of 
white men were drinking,” Prince told 
the Observer. “He sat down and had 
a drink. Near gs we can tell they 
(Echols and Jeffrey) were the only 
ones in there. They got into an argu- 
ment. According to his (chols’s) 
statement, Jeffrey said, ‘I believe I'll 
just whip you.’ They got to fighting 
with the result Echols going and get- 
ting his shotgun and shooting him 
(Jeffrey).” 

Prince said there were “witnesses 
in and out” but that “they were all in- 
toxicated as near as we can tell.” 


T HE OBSERVER checked 
carefully into the conviction of two 
Negro teen-agers for the June shoot- 
ing into two Negro homes along the 
Mayflower road, in light of Ranger 
Bob Crowder’s statement that Ross 
had also admitted responsibility for 
this violence. 

A. W. Wallace, 19, and his brother 
Filton, 17, where charged with the 
June 19 shootings on June 22 by Sher- 
iff Herman Orr of Rusk County. 
They paid fines and costs of $15.50 
each aiter they pleaded “guilty.” 

The justice of the peace records at 
Henderson show that both Negto teen- 
agers were charged as follows: that on 
June 19, they “did then and there un- 
lawfully, in said county, and state, did 
go into, and near a public place, to 
wit: the Tatum- Mayflower public 
road, and did then, and there rudely 
display a deadly weapon, to wit: a 
gun, in a manner calculated to disturb 
the inhabitants of such public place, 
against the peace and dignity of the 
state.” 

Deputy Sheriff Joe King of Hen- 
derson, questioned by the Observer in 
November about the June shootings 
the Observer understood he had inves- 
tigated, had responded: 

“T got them boys. They were nigger 
boys, name of Wallace. They were 
prosecuted and fied.” 

The Observer interviewed Deputy 
King again last week. His comment: 

“T haven't got anything to say to 
you.” 

Justice of the Peace Hubert White 
provided the records on the case. 
However, before he had looked up the 
full charge signed by Orr, specifying 
that the Wallaces had rudely dis- 
played @ deadly weapon, he said: 

“Them boys just had a fight. I don’t 
think that connected with those homes 
or anything. It seems to me it didn’t. 
As well as I remember those niggers 
were fighting down there.” 

A. W. and Filton Wallace are two 
of 15 children. Their mother, Bessie 
Lee Ware, 38, lives three miles out- 
side of the community of Fair Play, 
which is down Highway 79 from Hen- 
derson. 

The Observer interviewed Mrs. 
Ware at her house. Four little chil- 
dren were at her knees. A boy, A. D. 
Wallace, eight, was in bed recovering 
from pneumonia. Their shack was full 
of drafts. 

“I remember them having to pay a 
fine,” Mrs. Ware said. “I just cain’t 
remember what for. They didn’t have 
anyguns or nothin’ like that to shoot.” 

Did she have any records of the 
fine? She started to another room and 
then said; | 


2 Negroes Were Fined 


For June Shootings 


“Oh, no, I wouldn’t have that now, 
our house burn up August the third, 
that is the third Sunday in August. 
We was gone to Royce City.” 

She said they had checked the heat- 
ers before they left and didn’t know 
why it had burned. “Everything we 
had was burned up,” she said, “I don’t 
know nothin’ cause wasn’t none of us 
he re.” 

Where were A.W. and Filton? 

“Whenever they got out they went 
back out to his job.” 

Had they been held in jail? 

“Yes suh, they stayed up theah a 


J or two in jail.” 


day 


Mrs. Ware 
about it, 
She said the two boys were in Sny 


der and her husband 


Marshall. 


did not want to talk yx fo 


Was aWayV In 


DEAN ROSS and Jo 
Simpson are out of jail “in process of 
making bond,” and the Observer did 
not succeed in locating them for ar 
interview, 

The unpainted farmhouse 
Ross lived is locked 
There is a big tree in the front vard 
and a water faucet with no 
Some of the windows are covere 
tin where the glass broke out. A { 
ing barometer is nailed on the front 
porch, There is no furniture inside 


] 


but the fireplace is still full of cold 


whet 


+ 


and yvacar 


spigot 
1 witl 


A 
r¢ 


TRIAL NEXT STEP IN REESE CASE °°: 


wat 


sund the back a washtub is 


the top of a plastered brick 


as high as a man, and a 

nailed on the back 
i coat hanger. 

the road from a spotless 

e, red barn and red garage 

2 whitewashed fence at the 


shallow 
re grass and the muddy 
he wooden bridge over it, 
: 
old grey wind to a clus- 
yunercial buildings at the 
an 


ross a 


valley, 


m, a drug store €X- 
grocery. 

Santa Ke 
There is one through 
track, 


Ts £ ood 


Idings 1s the 


; 
ding and a dav 
powerless 


ro men walked up 


n in their denim pants 
vith 


R.D. 


} hlal; ‘ 
Coals, NODVDINY, as 


Editor’s Response to Prince’s Charges 


(Continued from Page 3) 

must be printed then more than ever. 
The prosecutor, by accusing the reporter, 
instead of the truth, of stirring things up, 
thereby seeks to suppress truth while 
never actually mentioning it. I hope my 
professional brethren in East Texas and 
all over the state see this. The district at- 
torney has challenged the ideals of the 
profession, 

Something of this larger issue is sug- 
gested in a letter President Thomas Jef- 
ferson wrote to John Tyler: 

“No experiment can be more interest- 
ing than that we are now trying, which 
we trust will end in establishing the fact 
that man may be governed by reason and 
truth. Our first object should therefore 
be to leave open to him all the avenues 
to truth. The most effectual hitherto 
found is the freedom of the press. It is 
therefore the first shut up by those who 
fear the investigation of their actions.” 

A newspaper may and must publish 
news it thinks is true, important, and in 
the public interest. If public servants are 
irritated, so much the worse for them. 

Why is the murder of John Reese and 
all that preceded and followed it import- 
ant? 

It is important because two Negro 
men, A. W. and Filton Wallace, were ar- 
rested two days after the June shootings 
into two Negro homes at Mayflower. 
They were charged with “disturbing the 
peace.” They pleaded guilty, and each 
paid $15.50. Deputy Sheriff Joe King of 
Rusk County, discussing the June shoot- 
ings, said “I got them boys. They were 
nigger boys, name of Wallace. They were 
prosecuted and fined.” But now one of 
the accused white men says he did the 
June shootings, too, officers say. 

It is important because two white men, 
grown up in a community in which Ne- 
groes are held to be a lower order of 
God's race, had been permitted by their 
elders, their teachers, and their associates 
to care so little or hate so much they 
shot into Negroes like they'd shoot into 
doves, again and again without publicity 
until a boy was killed. 

And it is important because this nation 
promises to every person the security of 
his home, his property, and his life. 


Charges and responses: 

The Observer reported more facts about 
tl case than other newspaper, an 
assistance to any serious investigation on 
the face of it. 

A few days after the killing the Ob- 
server editor turned over to the Gregg 
County sheriff a lead that might reason- 
ably have been expected, in retrospect, to 
lead to the doors of the presently accused 
men. 

About three weeks after the killing, the 
Observer editor interviewed one of the 
presently accused, evoking a denial of 
personal knowledge of the crime; but 
subsequently when he asked a deputy 
sheriff in Longview if they had inter- 
viewed this same party—Dean Ross—the 
deputy replied that they had not. 

According to the daily press, the dis- 
trict attorney has charged: 

1. That The Texas Observer 
create an impression that a racial 
was at stake and that lives of the Negroes 
were in jeopardy” in connection with the 
murder of a 16-year-old Negro boy and 


any 


“tried to 
issue 


t 


injury of two younger Negro girls and 
related shootings into Negro homes, 
cafes, and vehicles in April, June and} 
October of last year. 

2. That The Observer editor failed to 
turn over “important evidence” to aus 
thorities. (“In my opinion, his action 


might have been the cause of the ofti- 


cers having to put in three months of 
extensive hard work in solving the mur- 
der,” he said.) 

3. That the Observer has been “a 


stant source of irritation to officers.” 


cor 


1. The racial question: In my judgment 
the news stories carried on the Reesé 
murder in the Observer truthfu 
accurate, and in correct perspective. 


were 


The arrest and accusation of two whit 
males bears on this issue. If a racial is: 
was not at stake, what exactly do yo 
call it when white men, deliberatel; 
on three separate occasions, apparentl) 
fire into Negro, and only Negro, estal 
lishments, finally killing one teen-ag: 
and wounding two others? 

In denying that a racial issue was 
stake, Prince stated it was a case of “tw 
irresponsible boys attempting to hav: 
some fun scaring Negroes.” This is a ver} 
puzzling remark when considered in cor 
nection with a quotation recorded fror 
the same district attorney late last wee} 
by a Houston reporter, to wit: “Oh, cé¢ 


tainly, it was part racial. The impre 
we've been having to smother is that it i 
racial.” 

Until the arrests, and to this day. th¢ 
Observer has not concluded editoria 


that this incident was racially motivated 
The least that should be said at th 
point, however, is that such crimes would 
be inconceivable without a very 
gard for Negroes as human beings on 
part of the two accused. 

2. “Important evidence.” Prince he 
alludes to a shel! and slug a friend o 
mine and I picked up and which I 
sequently misplaced. I understand nh 
that 24 bullets were fired in all that night 

The murder and related shootings 
curred Oct. 22. On Nov. 8, I asked t! 
Gregg County sheriff if he had run b: 
listics tests on any of the bullets yet, ar 
he said he had not. On Nov. 12, I made 
a second and—until the present one ast 
trip to the Longview area to inquires 
the situation. H. C. Thompson, driver 
the Negro bus which the two accused 
also riddled with bullets that night 
tioned that he thought slugs were still 
his car. My friend, a University of Tex 
student who came along to help with tt 
driving, dug one out, leaving another or 
still embedded in the car, he believ« 
this late date Thompson still had 
shells, and my friend accepted ons 
these. Both were put 
partment of my car and from then 
was responsible for them. It simply 
n't occur to me the authorities 
want the bullet, eise why had they 
to ask Thompson for the ones he |} 

Last evening (Wednesday) I 
viewed Thompson again. He made s 
statements which, if accurate, whic 
know of no reason to doubt, raise ser 
question about the motives of the distr 
attorney in singling out this one bt 
pair out of 24 fired for grand jury 
quiry. Thompson stated: 

That no local law enforcement « 
asked him for the shells he had ur 


Vu 
iow 


in the glove cor 


ft 


Saturday night, the day after P 
made his public statement about 
portant evidence” I had failed to 
over; 


That a Ranger had obtained one of 
tv'c remaining shells between Ch 
and New Year's; 

And that a deputy from the Lor 
Sheriff's office visited him last Sune 
night to pick up the last shell, but 
with him when he had some diffic 
locating it with the comment he woul 
back to get it later. At 5:45 yeste1 
evening Thompson still had it. 

If the single bullet I misplaced was 
important, why did the loca! officials wait 
four months to ask Thompson if he had Page « 


ett 


a deputy or 


Why did they wait 
the time we picked up ours 
still had it? (We began a 
not yet found it.) 
too, was merely a mashed-up 
I now understand al) of 
by officers were. If officers 
lugs, they may find one 
the Thompsons’ 
on Says no one has ever ex- 
my friend and me 


two 


re § 


ipe of car, 


true that I was able to 
,0rtant evidence” in course 
isits to the area, and noth- 
done about it. 
te this excerpt from the Ob- 
2, 1955, page 4: 
ve-in is a cafe for whites 
of Longview. The Observer 
ies there. ‘Mama’ Tatum 
proprietor, said of the night 
come in here about 11, and 
ve ‘em, They got up and 
ghter, Janice, a waitress at 
i these two men, who she 
1 Tatum, are mean charace- 
them once hit her over the 
in bottle when she refused 
she said. Janice said they 
colored 1950 or 1951 Ford, 
22 rifle. 
ver notified Sheriff Craw- 
Tatums’ teslimony, and he 
there to check. He said 
vas a lead and that it is 


noon, Feb. 1 1956, I 
Tatum if these two men were 
o now accused of the fatal 
h occurred 10 or 15 n 
night a few 
this 
ones accused. She 
deputies came 


n- 
mules 
She 


re- 


ame 
id irom drive-in) 
e the 
and 
long while ago.” 
around Tatum, and I 
itizens who they thought a 
One of these citizens, an 


was 


pece 


tail store, gave the names 


axe 
on which I rote down 
notepad. The first name on 
Dean Ross.” The afternoon of 
friend and I went to Ross's 
and interviewed him on 
(Another man was with 

ired me he knew nothing of 
xcept what he had read in 

s. I asked him if anyone 
around to see him, and he 
I recall], Sheriff Crawtord had 
earlier that every likely 

m had bee, interviewed, 


he Sheriff's office and showed 


itt these three names I 
they had been interviewed 
no. I believe (although I am 


I then commented I had 
hould be suspects and wond- 
had been interviewed 


to one principal question 


‘ did justice have to wait 
ntil two more rangers were 
t very late in 1955? 


stant source of irritation of of- 


eed. Better, however, that we 
“d, active puolic servants than 
ictive ones. Since when has 
lic servant been prohibit- 


society ? 


question persists on why it 

to find and accuse in this 

e it is clear that the question 
be directed to me 

R.D. 
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This Week in Texas 


sponsored by Texas 
last weekend. 


@ Gov. Shivers announced his sup- 
port of the Llarris natural gas bul 
last week because he Opposes “federal 
any production, gas or 
other.” Senator Lyndon sonaeon in 
Washington debate, accused “dashi 
young liberals” of “getting in bed” 
with the utilities by opposing the bill 
Texas also figured in the debate when 
Sen Douglas of Illinois cited a 
lion-a-vear natural gas rate 
werease proposed by a Houston com 
“another illustration of what 
would cost the 


control ot 


1 “dashing 


» 
$2.7 mil 


pany as 
the bill 
ple.” 
@ lexas farmers’ cash 
dropped fowr percent in 
Texas Business Review reported 
Among decreases from 1954: calves 
cotton 10, hogs 14, wheat 
30, and flaxseed, 61; among increases: 
eggs 4. cattle 20, mohair 44, and pea- 
129 


Amer can pro 


income 
1955 


¢ percent 


Thats 


@ Suprenie Court Associate 
William O. Dougla 


Justice 
Dal- 


s said in 


las Russians are friendly toward 
America and are “fine people as indi- 
lt als” Russia is anxious for peace - 


il still has a lor yy Wav to 


all alias 


coexistence, 
a) S 


has more 


standards : at Russia 


doctors per capita 


in Tey 


than the 


Us., but that he prefers the Ameri 

can svstem of medical care to Russia’s 

socialized medicine 

e | Ramsey, Texas Lieutenant 
Lrovernor, in’ Wash free n repre- 


Deep Kast Texas | lect art 
( o-operative before t! e R.E A. said 
Lowe Texas insurance companies 
wall todav—and not 
said he told Paul But- 
Democratic chair 


* Should hit the 
tomorrow.” He 

i ee 
bur Texas 
re Democrats.” 
@ Rep. J. T. Rutherf 
rersnds the US. to build a fift 
fomee at Fl Paso tk keep Mex 
entering the U.S. illegally 


man, 


situation looks good f I 


rd of Odessa 
Ccn- 
miale 
ime roe 
Rep. Joe Kilgore of Ale Allen says thas 
wid be an “affront” to Mexico 
@ (Cnty Manager Dean Daulev of 
(,rand Prairie is invest 
Leomts white h he savs have substar , 
# Dallas's Parkland Memorial Hos- 
turned 
with fatal 


gating re- 


pita: Nas away charity patients 


eonsequen 


sormecrmes 


The hospital savs some had to be 
turned aw a) because of a lack ot bed 
space 


@ less Houston will get 
the Sons of the American Revo- 
lution medal for good citizenship Feb. 


Tones of 


22 in Houston—and Rep. Joseph Mar- 
tin, Jr., House Republican leader, will 


speak on George Washington. 


@ Norman Thomas, socialist leader, 
spoke at Colle “se Station last week 
under the students’ Great Issues pro- 


gram 


@ Jimmy Allred, a first lieutenant in 

the Air safely landed a 
plane with eleven others aboard after 
engine trouble developed after take- 
off. Allred, son of former governor, 
now judge James Allred of Corpus, 
landed the plane in the snow. 


Fx ree, 


@ Corpus Christi’s committee for 

clean literature intends to disband 
alter issuing a report on “lewd publi- 
cations” oa Corpus newsstands. The 
committee does not want publications 
hich describe sexual vice or per- 
version or other criminal attivity, 
to commit vices or crimes, or 


sold w 
sug- 


gest how 


make vice and sin “interesting and ex- 

citing.’ 

@ Paul Harvey, the commentator, 
spoke on “West Te Xa Tw entv 


before El Paso’s 


group last week. 


eal rrom Today” 


s,s 
Pro America 
eS The Texas ¢ 


( omnniittee 


[.O. Political Action 


endorsed the teacher 


retirement amendment. Sherman 
Miles of Corsicana, State CIO presi- 
dent, said “this will be one way the 


state can compensate the custodians of 
our children for thetr long and faith- 
ful work.” The committee urged high 

] teach security and 


schools to social 
an] unemployment com- 


workmen's 


pensation 


@ The Texas State Federation of 
Labor has filed charges of unfafr 
labor tactics with the National Labor 


Relations Board against Blue Cross- 
Blue Shield of Texas, whose employ- 


ees recently voted against a union. 


@ About 230 lawyers and interna- 
ind local union leaders at- 
three-day labor law institute 


thonal 


tended a 


‘INTERPOSITION’ BACKED 


~f 


” ' 
nferimestron Was taket up by 


the (sav,ernor and the Attorneyelen- 


eral of Lexas last week as a possible 
prevent 


me &. OU rt 


wav to enforcement of the 


Supt auecision against 


Schlhimy 


segregation 7 


s| homas 
members 


\n aude de-camp t (OV. 


B. stanley of Virginia gave 


OF try Shivers’s staff— at his re- 
quest —a summary of a recent conter- 
ence of five Southern governors on 
the revived doctrine, with which they 


hope to interpose state sovereignty be- 
the Supreme Court and the 


Vu een 


schools 


Atty. Gen, Shepperd told 30 Texas 
Citizens’ Council leaders in Austin 
that should the special session of the 
Legislature develop in March, a reso- 
lution in favor of interposition could 
be considered by that body. 

The Citizens’ Council group con- 
ferred with Shepperd two hours, then 
mapped a campaign for interposition 
in Texas. Ross Carlton, héad of the 
Texas Council, said more than 1,000 
Dallas citizens have signed a petition 
to the Legislature asking for a state- 
ment against integration. Carlton said 
the Councils have 20,000 members m 
Texas now and that a majority of 
Texans oppose school integration. 

Shepperd told them he favored “m 
terposition” but doubted if it could be 
invoked ia the courts because of the 
Texas Supreme Court ruling that 
school segregation is not legal in view 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s position. 
Shepperd suggested the Legislature be 
— 2 pass a law “removing the ef- 
fect of” the Big Spring decision. 

Shepperd said the doctrine might be 


rights. 


sug- 


used in other t states’ 
Ray (Greene, Gilmer newsman, 
gested otf and gas and ownership of 
the tidelands might be such areas. 

Shepperd was asked what would 
happen if a t refused to deseg- 
regate tts schools. He replied : 

That's a $64,000 question. The Se- 
preme Court will leave enforcement to 


areas ol 
| 
| 


distri 


federal district courts. It could hold 
you im contempt for refusal (to ob- 
serve a court order). I imagine some 


trustees and superintendents will 
spend some time in jail.” He predicted 
“some violent conflicts between fed- 
eral and state courts.” 

“It may wind up as a question of 
who has the jailhouse key,” said ome 
Fast Texan, 

P ark discrimination was 
alleged ia a petition to the Attorney 
from Negro leaders of the 
state, including Arthur DeWitty of 
Austin and U. Simpson Tate, Dallas 
attorney and Southwestern counsel of 


Crem ral 


N.A.A.C.P. Said the petition: 
“During the ... 27 years from 1923 
to 1950 (subsequent to the establish- 


ment of a public park system), the 
state acquired lands vahwed at more 
than $6 million and improvements 
thereon of a value im excess of $33 
million and developed some 30-odd 
state parks, all of which were devoted 
by custom, habit, and tradition to the 
use and enjoyment of the white citi- 
zens of this state, with not one square 
foot of land, nct a shred of timber, 
nor a bush or a water spring devoted 
to the use of the Negro citizens of 
this state.” 
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AFL in Austin 
Most of the lectures 
members: of the Dallas firm 
and \W ells. A book on 


law will be forthcoming 


were by 
of Mullinax 
Texas labor 
in 90 days. 


@ Texas-U.S. Chemical Co. in Port 

Neches intends to increase pro- 
duction of butadiene and styrene 35 
percent this vear, 


@ The Houston grand jury called 

for the death penalty for second- 
offense dope sellers and narcotics ed- 
ucation in high asked a 
Negro investigator be added to the 
district attorney's staff for work on 
capital cases against Negroes. 


@ The Texas Citizens’ Council has 
filed a brief against desegregation 

of the Corpus pool 

with the city legal department there 


@ North Texas State College ew- 

rolled a Negro pupil. A_ federal 
judge ordered Texarkana Junior Col- 
lege to treat Negro applicants as it 
does white applicants. 


schools. It 


Christi swIMMING 


@ James Cage has become president 
of ICT Insur Company of 
Dallas, formerly Insurance Company 


ance 


Texas. BenJack Cage is chairman 
of the board. 


@ Oilworkers for Continental Ow 
and Ethyl Corp. have been given 
a $ix and salary 1. 
crease, 
@ Trial of R. Sheffield, charged 
on nine counts of felony theft and 
31 other counts in Austin in the vet- 
erans’ land scandal, has been set for 
March 5. 


@ Zhe Houston Post and San Anm- 

tonio Express asked Eisenhower 
to run again in editorials, Mrs. Oveta 
Cid p Hobby, former Eisenhower cab- 
inet member, is now publisher of the 
Post 


pel cent Wage 


@ The license of Girlstown, U.S.A., 

has been revoked by the State 
Public Welfare Department on 
grounds not specified but said to in- 
volve treatment of the girls detained 
there. The institution is in Cochran 
County at Whiteface. 


@ In an editorial, the Lufkin Daily 

News urged a draft movement to 
keep John Ben Shepperd in office an- 
other term, Comnfnding his “ability 
and courage,” the editorial said Shep- 
perd acted for the people in the Port 
Arthur strike, Duval County, veterans’ 
land prosecutions, and imsurance in- 
vestigations. 
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